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complete and absolute assessment of the changeable natural environment. The findings in this report were
based on evidence from thorough survey: It is important to remember that evidence can be limited, hard to detect
or concealed by site use and disturbance. When it is stated that no evidence was found or was evident at that
point in time, it does not mean that species are not present or could not be present at a later date: The survey
was required because habitats are suitable for a given protected species, and such species could colonise areas
following completion of the survey.

This report was instructed by Bloor Homes South Midlands, neither James Blake Associates Ltd nor any
associated company, nor any of their employees, nor any of their contractors, subcontractors or their employees,
makes any warranty, express or implied, or assumes any legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy,
completeness, or any third party's use of the report.
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Non-technical Summary

Phase 1 Habitat Survey i Revision A

Site:

Long Lawford Phase 4, Rugby, Warwickshire

Grid Reference (from the centre of
the site)

SP 473 756

Report Commissioned by:

Bloor Homes South Midlands

Date of Survey:

18"™ April 2017

Considerations

Description

Timings and potential impacts

Statutory and non-statutory sites
within 2km:

18 local wildlife sites and
potential local wildlife sites

No impacts to any statutory or
non-statutory sites are predicted

SPA, SAC and Ramsar sites within
7km:

There are no SPAs, SACs or
Ramsar sites within 7km of the
site

N/A

Phase 2 surveys:

Reptile surveys

April to September

Bat surveys

Emergence/return to roost: May to
August.

Climb and Inspect: year-round

eDNA great crested new surveys

Mid-March to end of June

Phase 2 survey which may be
needed (dependent on final layout):

Great crested newt surveys
(if eDNA surveys are positive)

Mid-March to mid-June, with at
least half carried out during mid-
April to mid-May

Precautionary Measures:

Removal of scrub and
hedgerows

Outside of the nesting bird season
(March to September) or following
a nesting bird survey

Removal of trees with bat roost
potential

Following confirmation of roosting
sites after tree inspection

Nesting bird survey prior to scrub
removal

During main breeding bird season
(March to September)

Habitat types:

Improved and semi-grassland, scrub, hedgerows, ruderal vegetation
and a pond
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1 Introduction
Background

1.1  James Blake Associates Ltd were commissioned by Bloor Homes South Midlands to
undertake a Phase 1 Habitat Survey and Protected Species Scoping Survey of land
at Long Lawford Phase 4, Rugby, Warwickshire (grid ref SP 473 756, taken from the

centre of the site).

1.2 The assessment was required to accompany a planning application to develop the

site: Residential housing with associated infrastructure is proposed.

1.3 For the purposes of this report, protected species are taken to be those which are
protected under European Legislation (Conservation of Habitats and Species
Regulations 2010, as amended) and UK legislation (Wildlife and Countryside Act
1981; Protection of Badgers Act 1992); and species and habitats of principle
importance which are listed in Section 41 of the NERC Act (2006).

14 There is a general biodiversity duty in the National Planning Policy Framework
(NPPF) 2012, placing responsibility on Local Planning Authorities to aim to conserve,
enhance and encourage biodiversity in and around developments. Section 40 of the

NERC Actr equires every public body 1in the

regard, so far as is consistent with the proper exercise of those functions, to the
purpose of conserving biodiversityéo. ,
includes all biodiversity, not just the habitats and species of principal importance.
However, there is an expectation that public bodies would refer to the S41 list when
complying with the Section 40 duty.

Site Description

15 The site was located to the north of Coventry Road in the village of Long Lawford
near Rugby, Warwickshire. Residential housing bordered the northern, eastern and
western boundaries. The large town of Rugby was approximately 1.5km to the east.
A cement works with two large ponds is approximately 1.3km east. The River Avon
ran east to west to the north of Long Lawford. The remaining wider landscape was
predominantly arable fields interspersed with fragmented woodland and villages (see

Figure 1).

1.6 The site itself was a grazing field of improved grassland. Mixed hedgerows with

mature trees lined the site boundary, with two hedgerows and associated dry ditches

; Blake 5 November 2017
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dividing the site. There was a small seasonal pond (approximately 230m?) in the
south of the site. The northern boundary lay along a construction site for residential
housing development. Back Lane and the A428 lay along the eastern and southern
boundary respectively. Gardens from residential houses backed onto the western
boundary.

Figure 1: Site location
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Aims and objectives

1.7
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2.2

2.3
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The aim of the survey was to:

1 Identify the presence, or potential presence, of any protected or notable
species or habitats on, or adjacent to, the site;

9 assess the potential impact of the proposed works on any protected or
notable species and/or habitats present including nature conservation sites

on, or adjacent to, the site;

1 make recommendations for further surveys and/or mitigation following the
survey (if necessary) and provide suggestions to enhance the wildlife value

of the site post-development.
Methods

Desk study

A 2km radius search for statutory designated sites, excluding Special Areas of
Conservation (SACs), Special Protection Areas (SPAs) and Ramsar sites, either on
the proposed development site or in the surrounding area, was conducted using
AMAGI Co, -Agdney Gbbgrhphic Information system for the Countryside.

A 7km search for SACs, SPAs and Ramsar sites was also conducted using MAGIC.

The Warwickshire Biological Records Centre was consulted for records of non-
statutory sites and protected and rare species within a 2km search radius (WBRC
data provided on the 6™ April 2017).

The site is covered by the Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP) for Warwickshire,

Coventry and Solihull (www.warwickshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/LBAP).

Phase 1 Habitat Survey

The survey was undertaken by Crystal Acquaviva BSc (Hons) MSc MCIEEM
(Natural England bat class licence WML-CL19 & WML-CL20 and great crested newt
class licence WML-CLO08) and Isaac Stirling BSc (Hons) on the 18" April 2017.
During the survey, the temperature was 15°C; there was light air (Beaufort scale 1),

40% cloud cover and good visibility.

The survey methodology followed JNCC (Joint Nature Conservation Committee)

Guidelines (JNCC, 2010) and included mapping habitat types and identifying all plant

‘ = ELG) 7 November 2017
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species observed on the site, including Wildlife and Countryside Act Schedule 9

invasive plant species such as Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica) and giant

hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum).

The site was also assessed for signs and evidence of protected, principally important

and rare species in accordance with approved guidelines, as follows:

Amphibians: Where accessible, known ponds within 500m of the site (unless

ecologically separated from the site by significant barriers, such as major roads or

rivers) were assessed for potential to support breeding protected amphibians, such

as great crested newts.

surveyed externally, from

Bats: Mature trees within the site boundary, and adjacent to the site boundary, were

the ground, for their potential to support roosting bats,

under the following criteria, taken from recommendations made by the Bat

Conservation

Guidel i nesbod

Trust in the o6Bat S u Practice s

(BCT, 2016) .

Table 1. Bat survey protocol for trees (potential bat roosting features were

identified in order to categorise trees, as below):

Bat Roost Potential

Field signs

Roost Confirmed

Confirmed bat roost in tree: field evidence of the past or
current presence of bats, e.g. droppings, staining.

High roost potential

Splits or cracks in major limbs which develop upwards,
smooth surface or flies around entry point, medium to dense
ivy-covering particularly on mature trees, woodpecker/rot
holes, hollow stem or limb, significant lifting bark, snagged
branches, artificial bird or bat boxes, tightly forked branch
unions, hole between roots leading into a hollow stem, dense
epicormic growth, deadwood in canopy or stem, Ancient or
over mature trees where the canopy cannot be fully inspected
from the ground.

Medium roost potential

Splits in branches, low - medium ivy-covering on trees in
healthy condition, small cavities and small areas of deadwood
in canopy or stem.

Low roost potential

Splits in minor branches, sparse ivy, and limited loose bark.

No roost potential

Trees with good visibility to the top of the canopy (particularly
young and semi-mature trees) not supporting any of the
above features or trees with a negligible potential to support
bat roosts (may display minor features but considered highly
unlikely to be suitable for bats).

8 November 2017
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Dormice: A visual survey for the presence of suitable habitat (woodland/suitable
hedges with good under-storey/shrub layer and a range of food plant species, such
as hazel, bramble and honeysuckle) was carried out, to assess if dormice were likely
to be present.

Reptiles: A visual survey for the presence of suitable habitat was carried out

according to the criteria given in the Herpetof auna Wor ker sdé6 Manual

Gibson 1998).

Invertebrates: The site was scoped for significant rotting deadwood, and high quality
aquatic or other habitats, which could be used by significant assemblages of

invertebrates, or by any of the invertebrates highlighted in the data search.

Flora and habitats: All habitats and plant species that were identifiable at the time of

the survey were recorded.

Badgers: A visual survey for setts, hair, latrines, prints, snuffle marks or other signs
of badgers was undertaken within the site boundary, following guidelines set out by
the Mammal Society (1989).

Birds: A visual survey of bird activity and suitable nesting habitat was carried out, to
determine if any areas would be suitable for WCA Schedule 1 birds, Birds of

Conservation Concern or other common and widespread nesting birds.

Adjacent Habitat: Habitats close to the site were identified, using aerial maps and
field observation, so that the ecological impact of the proposed works on the wider
landscape could be assessed.

‘ = ELG) 9 November 2017
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Results
Desk Study

Statutory Nature Conservation Sites within 2km of the site and Special Areas
of Conservation (SACs), Special Protection Areas (SPAs) and Ramsar sites

within 7km
There were no statutory sites within 2km of sites.

There were no SACs, SPAs or Ramsar sites within 7km of the site.

Non-Statutory Nature Conservation Sites

3.3 The site itself was considered to be a potential Local Wildlife Site in 2016 but has
since been considered to have no designation to the site. There were 19 non-
statutory conservation sites within 2km of the site: seven of which were local wildlife
sites (LWS); all other sites were potential local wildlife sites (pLWs). These are listed
in Table 2 and shown in Figure 2.

Table 2: Non-statutory conservation sites within 2km of the site
Site Name Designation DISIETES Description
from Site
Semi-improved neutral and calcareous
grasslands, dense and scattered scrub, semi-
Victoria Quarr natural broadleaved woodland and swamp.
Ruab Portlan)(; The site is of high importance to butterflies.
CemgntyCo Ruab pLWS 1.3km east Orchid species including bee orchid (Ophrys
(05/4;) 9oy apifera) and common spotted orchid
(Dactylorhiza fuschii). Only the northern part of
the site (Malpass Quarry) is considered as a
pLWS.
Short ephemeral vegetation and regenerating
Dismantled woodland. Several orchid species, including
Railway, Rugby to LWS 1km south bee orchid (Ophrys apifera) and common
Leamington (06/47) spotted orchid (Dactylorhiza fuschii), have
been recorded on site.
A variety of habitats, including bare ground,
Kfield q cliff face, tall herb, scrub, open water and
Parkfield Roa swamp. Several orchid species, including bee
Quarry and pLWS 1.5km east orchid (Ophrys apifera), common spotted
Slagheap, Rugby orchid (Dactylorhiza fuschii) and marsh orchid
(09/47) (Dactylorhiza praetermissa), have been
recorded on site.
River and adjacent bankside habitats. Typical
1.2km east, . o C
_ 1.5km north lowland river hapltat including |slanqls and
River Avon (10/47) LWS ; ’ stable earth cliffs. Water vole (Arvicola
1km north ;
terrestris) and otter (Lutra lutra) have been
west : . )
recorded in sections of the river.
% Blake 10 November 2017
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Field off Lawford

Heath Lane, 1.8km south An arable field previously recorded as poor
pLWS .
Lawford west semi-improved pasture.

Heath102/47)

Kingos Ne 1.9km north Quarry with semi-improved grassland growing

Q uha r (r y/, ) PLWS west along its banks

Newnham (103/47 ’
Church Lawford Horse grazed field with semi-improved
meadow, Church pLWS 1.9km west grassland, as well as a recently constructed
Lawford (104/47) pond.
Field, Little Lawford 1.7km north )
(21/47) pLWS west Improved grassland field.
Lime Kilns, River 1.1km north Water filled pits Wlth assomqted water and

Avon (30/47) LWS west marginal vegetation, and adjacent marshy

grassland.

Lawford Heath . . .

Lane hedge, 600m south _ Double hedge running Qlong5|de semi-
Lawford Grange pLWS west improved roadside verge with trees and scrub.

(31/47) 9 The hedge provides good cover for birds.
B r o w8pdney, 1.8km north Well drained, unmanaged deciduous canopy
Little Lawford pLWS ' west with open canopy. There are also two ponds,
(36/47) one of which is used for fishing.

Fennis Fields, Little 1.9km north Semi lmproveq pasture and tW.O pools.. One of

Lawford (37/47) pLWS west the pools is surrounded with marginal

vegetation and trees.

Field near Mount 600m south Poor semi-improved pasture with River Avon

Pleasant, Long pLWS ina th hthe si

Lawford (48/47) west running through the site.

L Pool and disused irrigation reservoir used for

Irrigation pool, fishing. There are large areas of open mud
Lawf(oSrg /f;)a nge PLWS 1km south used by waders particularly during the spring

and autumn migration.

Long Lawford Ar‘%gﬁe;;;? Neutral grassland and secondary woodland
Meadows, Long LWS boundary of within damp meadows and species-rich
Lawford (57/47) site y hedgerows, as well as a muddy pond
Parkfield Road . o
Verge, Rugby pLWS 1.8km east Rogds;‘de verge_(;/wth d|V(ra]rse _?rasslagg f(ljora.

(71/47) oth verge sides are heavily scrubbed.
Small diverse spinney consisting of several
Sl\ilﬁ\rllv:mdNeva\)/Egld LWS 1.8km north species through a range of maturities. The
ct)n Avg,n (74/47) east woodland supports a large glow worm
population.
Former lime works with extensive areas of tall
Newbold Old Lime ruderal vegetation, with areas of semi-
Works (Newbold LWS 1.6km north improved grassland and semi-natural broad-
Tip), Newbold on east leaved woodland. A large population of glow
Avon (92/47) worms and bee orchids (Ophrys apifera) have
been recorded here.
Part natural and part culverted steam with
Sow Brook, Rugby LWS 1km south features including earth cliffs, gravel bars,
(98/47) east riffles and pools. Bank vegetation is tall grass
and herb with scattered trees.
% Blake 11 November 2017
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Habitat Types within 2km

34 Habitat types within the local area are listed in Table 3 and shown in Figure 3.

Table 3: Habitat types within 2km of the site.

Habitat type Closest approximate distance from Site
Floodplain grazing marsh 1km east
Broadleaved woodland 2km north east
Deciduous woodland 1km south
Traditional orchard 500m north

James
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Figure 3: Habitat types within 2km
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